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  Circular Economy Package ï latest news  
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   Plastics Strategy ï a first step  

In the context of the Circular Economy initiatives, on January 26th, the 

European Commission  published the long-awaited Roadmap for the 

Strategy on Plastics in the Circular Economy [available here]. The 

Roadmap is usually a document that contains the Commissionôs initial 

view on a specific subject, aimed at informing stakeholders about its work 

and allowing participation for interested parties. It is possible to send com-

ments and participate actively in the dialogue prior to the adoption of the 

Strategy on Plastics, which will be a new document, either legislative or non-legislative, that will in-

clude definite vision for this material for the years to come.  

At the moment, premise of the Roadmap is that no existing waste policy ever focused on plastics in 

the effort to resolve some regulatory and practical issues that are considered to be linked with this 

material. The Roadmap identifies three main issues: a high dependence on virgin fossil feedstock, 

the low rate of recycling and reuse of plastics and the leakage of plastics into the environment. A 

public consultation, open for all stakeholders within a twelve week period, is expected to be launched 

in the weeks to come. The Commission aims to issue The Strategy on Plastics by the end of this 

year.  

More info: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org 

Both Parliament and Council are working on the legislative revision of the 

waste management directives. The latest update regards the Environment 

Committee of the European Parliament approving the following amend-

ments: 60% recycling target for plastics, 70% recycling of packaging waste, 

measures to reduce non-recyclable and excessive packaging (such as eco-

design and EPR schemes) and waste prevention through the LCA ap-

proach.   

For the B&C sector, approved amendments foresee the pre-demolition 

audits of construction waste in order to minimise the content of pollutants or 

other undesirable substances in construction and demolition waste and thus contribute to high quality 

recycling. Further amendments allow the Commission to set new preparation for reuse and recycling 

targets for construction and demolition waste to be met by 2025 and 2030. Finally, digital information 

platforms to promote repair, remanufacturing and reconditioning activities for construction material and 

products are to be introduced. These positions are still to be ratified by the European Parliament as a 

whole at the Plenary Session mid-March before negotiations with the Council start. 

In late January, the European Commission has also published two other relevant Roadmaps, in addi-

tion to the one on the Strategy for Plastics. One Roadmap is dedicated to so-called Non-Toxic Envi-

ronment Strategy [i.e. the link between chemicals, products and waste legislation] and another covers 

the Shipment of Waste. Both Roadmaps prepare the field for some regulatory actions ï still to be  

decided ï by the Commission in these two areas.  

More info: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org 
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The European Commission (DG GROW) launched a Study to 

evaluate the need to regulate within the Framework of Regulation 

(EU) 305/2011 on the toxicity of smoke produced by construction 

products in fires. In January 2017, the Commission made available 

the Terms of Reference and the Inception Report prepared by the 

consultants contracted to conduct the study (BRE, VITO and Ecorys). 

Stakeholders of the study (including EuPC) were invited by the 

Commission to participate in a dedicated Steering Group to raise 

their comments and to discuss the Terms of Reference and methodology.  As part of the Study, the 

consultants indicated they will conduct interviews with the Member Statesô Competent Authorities, 

as well as with selected trade associations during the month of February.  EuPC was interviewed 

and already provided its answers to the Commission. The Study is expected to be concluded by the 

end of May 2017. 

More info: Martin.Policar@eupc.org 

 

 European Commission Launched a Smoke Toxicity Study 

 European Parliament Public Hearing on the Implementation of CPR 

The European Parliament (Catherine Stihler ï MEP) hosted a public hear-

ing on the implementation of the Construction Products Regulation (CPR). 

During the hearing, main problems with the implementation of the CPR 

were identified through independent studies and consultations and dis-

cussed.  

The Commission outlined three ways to improve the situation: 

¶ ñSoft legislationò such as interpretative documents or FAQs. This option, however, poses diffi-

culties and obstacles when dealing with court cases and local Authorities. 

¶ Revision of the legal text of the CPR. Initiate a legislative process including co-decision to 

amend the text of the CPR, in particular unclear articles which are difficult or impossible to im-

plement. 

¶ Repeal the CPR and use another option to keep the internal market. In this case, however,  

a mutual recognition would be the preferred way to ensure that the system remains free of bar-

riers to trade. 

The Commission reported it will assess the problems and propose solutions according to the feed-

back collected. In their assessment, they will take into account the benefits and burdens of each 

option including how it will impact the market and SMEs. The Commission recognized that one of 

the challenging points will be the future of standardisation and harmonisation. 

In the following discussions among the participants, the option of repealing the CPR to the benefit of 

a mutual recognition system was entirely rejected.  

More info: Martin.Policar@eupc.org 
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